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Editors Column

A Delhi court, while ordering
registration of a case against a giel's
parents for gesting her marmed at a
voung age said that “child marriage
is an evil worse than rape and should
be completely ermlicated from the
society and this will not be possible
if the stakeholders like the state fail
tor take approprate action,”

The court further sard that “there
are serious outcomes of child
marriage. It is the worst form of
domestic violence against the child
not only by the respondents (husbhand
and his Tamily) but also by her
parents. Child brides have a
diminished chance of completing
their education and are at-a higher risk
of being physically abused,
contracting HIV and other diseases,
and dying while pregnant or giving
birth.”

A recent report by the UNICEF
om child marriages i India found that
among women in the 22-24 age

group, two oul of every five women
surveyed had been married off as
children. Bihar, Uttar Pradesh,
Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan,
Jharkhand and West Bengal had the
highest incidents of child marriage and
among all the states, Rajasthan is still
the capital of child-brides. 15% of all
women married in Rajasthan between
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2009-11 were underage — 10 times
more than the percentage of such
wormnen 1n Uttarakhand.

The report observed that the slow
rate at which child marriages are
decreasing in the country, it will take
about 50 vears to eradicate this
practice, The data remterates that the
strategies adopted and implemented in
the country to end this regressive
social custom have failed. 10is not that
there hias not been any progress but it
has been too slow.

Child marriages once involved
both boys and girls but now it is
mostly girls, who are married off at a
very yvoung age. Many girls do not
go to school at all and out of these,
many discontinue their education
when they get marned. Consequently,
they become dependent on their
husbands for their entire lives. The
practice is maore prevalent in socially,
economically and educationally
backward areas and groups, Though
there are laws against child marmage,
they are blatamtly violated. The
campaigns awareness
programmes of government and other
bodies have to be more effective so
that schemes directed at girl children
have a positive impact. The
Kenyashree Prakalpa Scheme in West
Bengal, for instance, offering
scholarships to girls students has been
able to keep girls in schools and
prevent their early marriages. Similar
schemes and incentives must be
initiated by the Central and the Stte
governments to curb this social evil.

and

Important Decisions

® The Supreme Court has ruled that counts cannot summon a hushand’s distant relations as accused in dowry cases in the
ahsence of any specific role played by them and materials 1o support such allegations. Only the husband and his parents and
at best close family relations may be expected 1o demand dowry or harass the wife but not distant relations. The Court
further said the attitude to arrest first and then proceed 1o rest is “despicable” and the police must give reasons and proofs
te the Magistrate before making an arrest u/s 4984 of IPC.
@ A Division Bench of Punjab and Harvana High Court has ruled that the state is duty-bound to safeguard the life and
liberty of runaway couples even without solemmization of a valid marriage and the question Lo ponder is whether they can
be deprived of the protection of their life and liberty guaranteed ender Anticle 21 of the Constitution.

® Women employees of public sector insurance companies will soon be entited to get postings at the place of their choice,
The Finance Ministry has asked all public sector insurance companies, including LIC. to formulate women-friendly transfer
policies so that they can get transfers at places, where their husbands are working or parents are living,
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has extended her greetings to the people of India and
occasion of Diwali, saying “this festival celebrates

and hght over darkness". In her message. she said.
il my warm greetings and good wishes to all. May
goodwill and trust, by promoting the cause of
gender equality. Let us on this day dedicaste ) vurselves to spreading the message of women's

MOW Chairperson Ms. Lalitha kumaramangalam
also to the readers of Rashira Mahila on the
the trivumph of good over evil, hope over despair
“on this auspicious occasion of Diwali, I extend
this year's celebration strengthen the bonds of

-

peace, prosperity and progress all around. May it
community and country amongst all Indians,™

empowerment. hMay the festival of hights bring

also renew and sirengthen the bonds of family,

A Mational Consultation on “Prevention of Trafficking
in Women and Girls; State Accountability and Community
Action”, was organized by the UN Women in New Delhi,
aimed ot creating institutionalized mechanisms to prevent
trafficking through commumity-based action and ensure state
accountability,

The consultation’s nbjective was to share best practices
of state sccountability and community-based modules [or
prevention of trafficking and dentify opportunities. for
SYnergy among participants within governmenl, civil society, .
donors and the UN. 70 participants took part in the Chardrperson addee sing the eonsiltanion
consultation, including Ms. Lalitha Kumaramangalam, Chairperson of NCW, Ambassador of Evropean Uniion to Inchia,
representatives from UN Agencies, activists from Civil Society Orgamizations, representatives from Panchayvats, survivors
of trafficking and peer educitors

Some of the major recommendations were; Amend ITPA, 1956 (a) Include a comprehensive definition of human
trafficking; (h) Do not criminalize the sex worker; (c) Rehabilitation to be made a legal mandate and a constitutional nght:
id) Set up a nodal agency to fight human trafficking. etc.

Seminar on Gender and Violence —

A two-day National Seminar on “Gender and Violence: A Challenge tor Equitable Society”, was inaugurated by NCW
Chairperson Lalitha Kumaramangalam at Jamia Millia Istamia in New Delhi. Speaking on the occasion, the Chairperson
emphasized that gender-based violence is omnipresent —cutting across nations, manifesting itself in psvehological, emotional,
physical aspects. Right from female foeticides to dowry harassment, these highlight the lopsided equation between women
and men, where the power structure portrays women as redundant. She further stated that we must recognize women's rights
as basic human rights — not only through legislations but also through political will, She said she would try her best (o reduce
violence against women and work towards bringing in reforms to build a gender-just society.

Swachhta Pledge |

Tocommemaorate the birth anmversary of Mahatma Gandhi on Znd October, 2014, the Chairperson, Members, officers
and staff took the swachhia pledge to keep the country neat and clean.
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Annual Conference of Terapanth Mahila Mandal

The Chairperson was the Chief Guest at the
45th Annval Conference organized by lain
Shwetamber Terapanth Mahila Mandal at New
Delhi. While delivering her address, she said that
Terapanth was doing commendable work to
protect girl children, as well as, in the field of
environmental protection and de-addition.
However, to empower the nation, both men and
women must work together, she added.

Chairperson addresxing the gathering

Hindi Pakhwara - 2014

On the occasion of Hindi fortnight, the Commission conducted Essay, Translation, Hindi noting & drafting,
typing and handwriting competition for the officers & staff of NCW. The Chairperson gave away certificates and

cash prizes to the winners.

.‘" Y

Do g|.ruu. know?

According 1o the findings of a Times of India’s commizzioned study on relations between companics with women: in thesir
boards and profitnbility, it was found that in the private sector and professionnlly-managed firms with women Directors, there
wis berter financial return than those without, An analysis of Remurn an Bquity (ROE) dara of top 100 Indian firms savs that the
hoard of & private sector company, with a mix of both men and women, helped ROE rise by 4.4% i 2004 over the last year. In
conirast, a similar company with o mes-only -an bowrd sow i BOE rize by a mere 1L.8% m the sume penod, Thiz is trie of family
run eompanies alse. Those with more than two women Ditectors s their BOE rise by 1'% over Last year, while those that had
only men on their board farsd worse. showing a negative difference of L6%

Status of Complaints received in September, 2014

Complaints Received im Writing / Online

Month Opening balance (Pending Complainis Number of complaints Complaints
of previous month) received om which action taken |  pending for sction
Sepl. 2014 NIL il G 449
Onling WIL 128 287 i}

The Commission took soo moto cognizance of 25 cases in September, 2014,
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Members® Visits

% Member Shamina Shafiq attended a conference organized
hy the Centre for Social Research on surrogacy, wherein the
participants discussed the bill to regulate nssisted
reproduction like surrogacy and in-virto fertilication (IVE),
which is likely to be introduced in the winter session of
Partiament. Speaking on the occasion, the Member said that
the contructs were in English and could not be comprehended
by the surrogate mothers, while surrogacy was all about the
child and not the mother. ® The Member attended a meeting
on Police Reforms organized by the Guild of Service in New
Dethi and focused her discussion on improving the working and living conditions of policemen. @ Ms, Shafig was a
member of an enquiry committee headed by the Chairperson to enquire into an alleged rape and sexoal abose in Bangalore,
® The Member attended a national seminar and panefl discussion on “Police Reforms — its Penspectives and Challenges in
India”, organized by Indian World Foundation at Dehradun. @ Mz, Shafig attended the meeting of Padiamentary Standing
Committee on Women Empowerment along with the Chairpersen, other Members and senior officers of the NCW.

% Member Hemlatn Kheria visited Ramipur and Masthi
villages of Bhanwarkol block in Mahammadabad Tehsil of
Ghazipur in UP 1o participate in two public hearings organied
by Social Development Foundation, @ Later, she met dalit,
maka dilit and Musahar women and also women from manual
scavenging community. who sought her help. Theysaid that
they were forced to work agscavengers as mostof them were
landless and had to depend on othér caste people Tor survial,
Thev alse said that under the new scarenging Act they hiad
not been identified as manual scavengers wehreas under the
new Act they were entitled to get help from the govl They
said that the money they aetin leo of their work wis noominal
and therefore, wanted an cconomic alternative, Most of them
sard they did aol want their children to do the same waork as

they faced discrimnation within their commumity, too, as well
as, tremendous pressure al home. Many of the officials present
with the Member were shocked to know that women were still engaged as manual scavengers, which was prohibited by
law. The Member felt that our Acts and laws need better monitoring, @ The Member was the Chief Goest at a seminar on
dowry organized by Jan Kalyan Samity in collaboration with NCW at Agra. @ Member Khena attended a programme
organized by Durga Puja Samiti in Delhi and later attended a Kali Puja organized by Kali Puja Samiti in Karclbagh, New
Delhi. She distributed NCW print material in Bengali and reiterated NCW's commitment towards women empowenment
and redressal of complaints. ® She was also a special guest a1 a Regar Mahasammellan at Madipur, Delhi

Making a Difference

About 50,000 irls students of state run schools m tribal and remote areas of Kinnaur, Lahaul and Spiti valiey and
Pangi in Himachal Pradesh were trained by police in unarmed combat to make them self-reliant, About 2500 trained
male and female officers taught combat skills to girls, which included punching, kicking and defending themselves
when the number of attackers was mone than one.

Memher Hemlara Kheria inderaeting witl women scavengers

for further information visit our website at @ Www.new.nic.in

Published by the Malional Commission for Women, 4 Deen Dayal Upadhyays Marg, New Delhi-110002, Editor : Gouri Sen,
Printed at Akanksha Impression, 18736, Streel No, 5, Raiway Line Side, Anand Pasoal Indl, Area, Mew Roblak Road, Mew Delhi-=
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A Delhi court, while ordering
registration of a case against a giel's
parents for getting her mamed at a
voung age said that “child marriage
is an evil worse than rape and should
be completety ermlicated from the
society and this will not be possible
if the stakeholders like the state fail
1o take appropriate action,”

The court further sard that “there
are serious outcomes of child
marriage. It is the worst form of
domestic violence against the child
not only by the respondents (husband
and his family) but also by her
parents. Child brides have a
diminished chance of completing
their education and are at a higher risk
of being physically abused,
contracting HIV and other diseases.
and dying while pregnant or giving
birth.”

A recent report by the UNICEF
om child marriages in India found that
among women in the 22-24 age

group, two oul of every five women
surveyed had been married off as
children. Bihar, Uttar Pradesh.
Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan,
Jharkhand and West Bengal had the
highest incidents of child marriage and
among all the states, Rajasthan is still
the capital of child-brides, 15% of all
women married in Rajasthan between

CHILD

MARRIAGE

2009-11 were underage — 10 limes
more than the percentage of such
wormen 1 Uitarakhand.

The report observed that the slow
rate at which child marriages are
decreasing in the country, it will take
about 50 years to eradicate this
practice, The data reiterates that the
strategies adopted and implemented in
the country o end this regressive
social costom have failed. 10is not that
there hias not been any progress bot it
has been oo slow.

Child marriages once involved
both boys and girls but now it is
mostly girls, who are married off at a
very voung age. Many girls do not
go 1o school at all and out of these,
many discontinue their education
when they get marned. Consequently,
they become dependent on their
husbands for their entire lives. The
practice is more prevalent in socially,
economically and educationally
backward areas and groups. Though
there are laws against child marmiage,
they are blatantly violated. The
campaigns awareness
programmes of government and other
bodies have to be more effective so
that schemes directed at girl children
have a positive impact. The
Kenyashree Prakalpa Scheme in West
Bengal, for instance, offering
scholarships (o girls students has been
able to keep girls in schools and
prevent their early marriages. Similar
schemes and mcentives must be
initiated by the Central and the Stte
governments to curb this social evil.

and

Important Decisions

® The Supreme Court has ruled that counts cannot summon a hushand's distant relations as accused in dowry cases in the
ahsence of any specific role played by them and materials Lo support such allegations. Only the busband and his parents and
al best close family relations may be expected 1o demand dowry or harass the wife bat not distant relations: The Court
further said the attitude 1o arrest first and then proceed to rest is “despicable” and the police must give reasons and proofs
to the Magistrate before making an arvest ufs 498A of IPC.
@ A Division Bench of Punjab and Haryana High Court has ruled that the state is duty-bound to safeguard the life and
liberty of runaway couples even withoot solemnization of a valid marriage and the question Lo ponder is whether they can
be deprived of the protection of their life and liberty guaranteed under Article 21 of the Constitution,

® Women employees of public sector insurance companies will soon be entitled to ger postings at the place of their choice,
The Finance Ministry has asked all public sector insurance companies, including LIC. 1o fermulate women-friendly transfer
policies so that they can get transfers a1 places. where their husbands are working or parents are living,
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MW Chairperson Ms, Lalitha Kumaramangalam has extended her greetings to the people of India and
also to the readers of Rashtra Mahila on the pccasion of Diwali, saying “this festival celebrates
the trivumph of good over evil, hope over despair and hight over darkness". In her message, she said.
“on this auspicious occasion of Diwali, [ extend |l my warm greetings and good wishes to all. May
this year's celebration strengthen the bonds of goodwill and trust, by promoting the cause of
gender equality. Let us on this day dedicute
empowerment. May the festival of hghts bring

: peace, prosperity and progress all around. May it
also renew and sirengthen the bonds of family,

community: and country amongst all Indians,”

A Mational Copsultation on “Prevention of Trafficking
in Women and Girls; State Accountability and Community
Action”, was organized by the UN Women in New Delhi,
aimed ot creating institutionalized mechanisms to prevent
trafficking through commumity-based action and ensure state
accountability,

The consultation’s objective was to share best practices
of state sceountability and community-based modules [or
prevention of trafficking and dentify opportunities for
SYnergy among participants within government, civil society,
doners and the UN. 70 participants took part in the Chairperson addressing the consiltation
consultation, including Ms. Lalitha Kumaramangalam, Chairperson of NCW, Ambassador of European Union to India.
representatives from UN Agencies, activists from Civil Society Cirgamizations, representatives from Panchayats, survivors
of trafficking and peer educitors.

Some of the major recommendations were; Amend [TPA, 1956 (a) Include a comprehensive definition of human
trafficking; (b} Do not criminalize the sex worker; (c) Rehabilitation to be made a legal mandate and a constitutional rght:
id) Set up a nodal agency to fight human trafficking. ete.

Seminar on Gender and Violence _

A two-day National Seminar on “Gender and Violence: A Challenge for Eguitable Society”, was inangurated by NOCW
Chairperson Lalitha Kumaramangalam at Jamia Millia Islamia in New Delhi. Speaking on the occasion, the Chairperson
emphasized that gender-based violence is ommipresent —cutting across nations, manifesting itself in psychological, emotional,
physical aspects. Right from female foeticides to dowry harassment, these highlight the lopsided equation between women
and men, where the power structure portrays women as redundant, She further stated that we must recognize women's rights
as basic human rights — not only throngh legshstions but also through political will, She said she would try her best (o reduce
violence against women and work towards bringing in reforms to build a gender-just society.

Swachhta Pledge |

To commemaorate the birth anmversary of Mahatma Gandhi on 2md October, 2014, the Chairperson, Members, officers
and staff took the swachhta pledge to keep the country neat and clean.
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Annual Conference of Terapanth Mahila Mandal

The Chairperson was the Chief Guest at the
45th Annwval Conference organized by lain
Shwetamber Terapanth Mahila Mandal at New
Delhi. While delivering her address, she said that
Terapanth was doing commendable work to
protect girl children, as well as, in the field of
environmental protection and de-addition.
However, to empower the nation, both men and
women must work together, she added,

Chairperson addressing the gathering

Hindi Pakhwara - 2014

On the occasion of Hindi fortnight, the Commission condected Essay, Translation, Hindi noting & drafting,
typing and handwriting competition for the officers & staff of NCW. The Chairperson gave away certificates and

cosh prizes to the winners.

Do g|.ruu- know?

According 1o the findings of a Times of India’s commissioned study on relations between companics with women in their
hoards and profitohility, it was found that in the private sector and professionnlly-managed firms with women Directors, there.
wias berier financial remum than those without, An analysis of Remum on Equity (ROE) data of top 100 Indian firms savs that the
hoard of & private sector company, with & mix of both men and women, belped ROE rise by 4.4% in 2014 over the last year. In
chnirast, a similar company with o mes-only-on board saw it ROE rize by ameare | 8% i the sume pencd, Thiz is trise of fomily
ran companies also, Those with more than two women Ditectors zaw their ROE rise by 1'% over Last vear, while those (hat had
only men on their board fared worse. showing a negative difference of L6%

Status of Complaints received in September, 2014

Complaints Received in Writing 7 COnline

Month Opening balance (Pending Complainis Number of complaints Complaints
of previous month) received om which action taken |  pending for action
Sepl. 2014 NIL A5 o 449
Cinling MNIL A2 287 38

The Commission took soo moto cognizance of 25 cases in Seplember. 2004,
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Members® Visits

% Member Shamina Shaliq attended a conference organized
by the Centre for Social Research on surrogacy, wherein the
participants discussed the bill to regulate nssisted
reproduction like surrogacy and in-virto fertilization (IVEF),
which is likely to be introduced in the winter session of
Parfiament. Speaking on the occasion, the Member said thal
the contructs were in English and could not be comprehended
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Member Shoming Stafig (righty at the wmeeting on police reformis

by the surrogate mothers, while surrogacy was all about the
child and not the mother. ® The Member attended a meeting
on Police Reforms organized by the Guild of Service in New
Dethi and focused her discussion on improving the working and living conditions of policemen. @ Ms. Shafig was a
member of an enquiry committee headed by the Chairperson to enguire into an alleged rape and sexual abose in Bangalore,
® The Member attended a national seminar amnd panel discussion on “Police Reforms - its Perspectives and Challenges in
India”, orgamized by Indian World Foundation at Dehradun. @ Ms. Shafig attended the meeting of Parliamentary Standing
Committee on Women Empowerment along with the Chairperson, other Members and senior officers of the NCW.

% Member Hemlatn Kherta visited Ranipur and Masthi
villages of Bhanwarkol block in Mahammadabad Tehsil of
Ghazipor in UP 1o participate in two public hearings organired
by Social Development Foundation, @ Later. she met dalit,
matha dalit and Musahar women and also women from manual
scavenging community, who sought her help. Theysaid that
they were forced to work asscavengers as most of them were
landbess and had to depend on ofhér caste people Tor survial,
Thev alsp said that under the new scarenging Act they had
not been identified as manoal scavengers wehreas under the
new Act they were entitled to get help from the govl They
said that the money they zet in e of their work wis nominal
and therefore, wanted an economic altermative. Most of them
sard they did ool want their children to do the same work a5
they faced discrimination within their community, too, & well
as, tremendous pressure at home. Many of the officials present
with the Member were shocked to know that women were still engaged as manual scavengers, which was prohibited by
law. The Member felt that our Acts and laws need better monitoring. @ The Member was the Chief Guoest at a seminar on
dowry organized by Jan Kalvan Samity in collaboration with NCW at Agra. ® Member Khenia attended a programme
organized by Durga Puja Samiti in Delhi and later attended a Kali Puja organized by Kali Puja Samiti in Karolbagh, New
Delhi. She distributed NCW print material in Bengali and reiterated NCW's commitment towards women empowerment
and redressal of complaints. ® She was also a special guest a1 a Regar Mahasammellan at Madipur, Delhi

Making a Difference

About 50,000 irls students of state run schools m tribal amd remote areas of Kinnaur, Lahaul and Spiti valiey and
Pangi in Himachal Pradesh were trained by police in unarmed combat to make them self-reliant, Ahout 250 trained
male and female officers taught combat skills to girls, which included punching, kicking and defending themselves
when the number of attackers was more than one.

Merher Hemlara Kherlg inderaeting witl women scavengers

o furtfer information visit our website af & Www.new.nic.in
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