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Editor’s Column

Violence against women is a
fundamental violation of humun
rghts. acress ndalions, socieliss,
cultures and classes and impacts
women physically and mentally,
hindering gender equality. Though
human rights guarantecd by the
Indian Constitution are inalienable
and mon-negotiable, yet, gender
violence is still rampant in the Indian
sOCIely.

Since there had been no specific
laws in India ta deal with prevention
of sexual hurassment in work: place,
the Supreme Court of India, in the
cuse of Vishakha and others vs. State
of Rajasthan, passed directions and
luid down preventive measures and
mechanism for redressal in the Torm
of guidelines. Following this
direction. NCW [ormulated a
comprehensive legisiation 1o deal
with sexual harassment at work
place. The Bill was revised snd

redraficd after gxfensive
coaswltations. The final draft Bill
“Prohibiticn of Sexual harsssment of
Women at Workplace Bill 20007, was
senit to the Ministry on 1 2th Pebruary,
20110, The Ministry tabled the Bill and
further amendments were made at the
level of the Ministry as “Protection of
Women against Sexual Harassment at
Work Place Bill 20007, In the NOCW

draft Bill, inclusion of *domestic

| FOCUS ] sexual
el

| Harassment IBill

in the definition of
“employee” had been proposed and
“workplace™ meluded a “house” ora
“dwelhng place”.

The President, Shri Pransb
Mukherjee om 22nd April, 2013 gave
consent to the Sexual Harassment of
Women at Work Place (Prevention,
Prohibition and Redressal) Bill. 2002,
which was eéarlier passed by both
houses of Parliament, The new

waorkers”

Enquiries Undertaken by NCW

legislation has brought domestic
workers within the gmbit of the Iaw,

The Bill entails thal every
employer of a workplace shall
constitute a committes to be known
as the Intermal Complaints
Commintee and an aggrieved wonman
may muke a complaint of sexual
harnssinent to the committee and the
enguiry should be completed within
a period of 90 days, failing which, a
penalty will be imposed,

The Bill also provides protection
o women of any age m public and
private sectors, organized and
unorganized sectors, to domestic
workers employed indwelling places
and houses. In case of physical
contact and advance, demand or
request for sexual favour, making
sexuially coloured remarks or
showing pomography etc,, women
can lixlge complaints as per the Bill
for redressal of their grievances.

® D1, Charo WaliKhanna as Chairperson of sn enguiry committee enguired into the “Mysterious death of Avarvedic
Doctor™ at Malatipur in Puri, Odisha,

® Dr WaliKhanna as Chairperson of an enquiry committee enguired info a report - “Tribal Women paraded naked

i Odisha for witcheraft” at Amapada village in Sundergarh Dist., Odisha,

Important Decisions

%  The Mumbai High Court has asked a Mumbai resident o pay more maintenance 1o his estranged wife as he has
got u salary hike. The Court said “since the income of the husband has increased from 2 lakh o 3 lukh,
consequently, it would be appropriate if the maintenance amount payable to the wife is increased proportionately™

% The Mumbai High Court has ruled that & widewed woman has a right to be maintained by her father-in-law after
her husband’s death. The Court held that the widow had the one-third right in the flat which was puacchased by
her hushand. Sinee her husband would have inherited a part of the property of his father afier the latter's death,
she bad a right to half of such property: the other hulf would go to the widow's danghter.
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NCW signs MOU with HUDCO

A Memorandum of Understanding wits signed between the National Commission for Women and HUDCO,
wherehy, the two organizations will utilize their respective strengths o improve the living conditions of destimte
women and upgrade facilities like women's hostels, remand homes and wherever women are in custody, As per the
agreement, the NCW will identify areas, where projects need to be undertaken and HUDCO will provide financial
assistance along with technical support and design.

NCW Member Secretary Ms, K. Rutag Prabha ard CMEB HUDCO Shri VP, Baligar signing tie MOU in the presence of Union Miniser 'Sfm
Afery Maken, WOIY Minister St Krishna Tirath, NCW Chairperson Mamida Sharma and NCW Mermibier Nivamaly Samant Probiavalto;

Girls’ shelter homes to be monitored

® In the wake of a case in Jaipur, in which five deaf and mute girls were
allegedly raped and beaten by the staff of Awaaz Foundation, an NGO, the
Chairperson told reporters that she would write 1o the Directors General of all
Srates Lo fnitiate an enquiry into the functioning of shelter homes for girls in
the country and to keep a constant vigil over their working.

® The Chairperson Mamta Sharma addressed a National Level Seminar
arganized by an NGO in collaboration with NCW on “Gender Sensitization of
Teachers and College Students for Effective Social Change™ s Lucknow .
Speaking on the occasion, she said teachers and students should be gender
sensitized in order to combat gender violence and work for gender equality.
Member Shamina Shafig also spoke on the eccasion,

® NOW Churperson Ms. Mamita Sharma was the Chief Guest at a National
Workshop on “Gender Sensitization”, organized by CISF in New Delhi The Chatrpereon i lighting the o,

® The Chairperson visited Alwar and held discussions with the District Merber ML Shaminag Shafly is gnher Right,
Magistrate and the Superintendent of Police on atrocities and crimes committed against women.

On 10th May. Member Hemlata Kheria inaugurated
a new female ward in Chittorgarh jail, in Rajasthan,
Earlier, when she visited the jail, she found the women
inmutes were housed In two small rooms, which also
included the toilet. She strongly recommended that
renovation of the female ward should be done on priority
basis so- that female inmates were not inconvenienced
further. She was happy to see gleams of satisfaction in
the faces of female inmates. She specially applauded Shri
Ashok Upadhyaya, Deputy Jail Supenintendent, who had
Eﬂkenkmmtcrﬁlmupwg the female wa.rd_ Tr wins
due to his initistive and concem for the inmates that the:
female ward was renovated within just two months,

M5 Hernlista Kheria inawgirared e women wonl The Disriit Jedge
anid he Superintendent of fatl took an
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Building confidence between police and public

In view of shocking incidences of rpe and sexual violence against women and young girls in the capital, o series of special and
emerzency meetings had been convened by the National Commission by Wonen under the aggis of its newly constituted Special Study
Expert Committee and the Special Task force on Rape, Trafficking and Vielence Againgt Women, 10-study the vulnerabilitics and
protection frameworks, as well & 1o baild confidence in police-public relationship. In the consultation on building conlidence between
police and public held m New Delhi recently. two representatives of 180 police stutions in Deliu and 20 representitives Trom crimes
ngadnst women cell as well as from armed battnlions hod participated.

In her welcome wddress, Ms. Sreerupas Mitra
Chaudhury explamed the necassity of regisiering every F[R 'w National Commission for Women
lowdged by women complainants nnd reiteruted that the police = =
R A R e R reRasn R uilding Confidence Eglmeen Police and Public
of rape of o S-year-old girl recently, Consultation jlhi Police

Speaking on the occasion, NCW Chairperson Mamta - Specl it Study oy :

Sharma said that NCW would frequently hold such type of 5 e M 3

consultations in every Stae divisional headguariers. She said #"
the need of the heur was timely filing of FIR, pursuing the
case ina fnst-track court within i tine-frame and increasing
the strength of police in every pelice thana a8 well as the
number of women police personnel.

Member Advocate Nirmala Samant Prabhavalkor sand thiy sensatization of police was very importam because 80 percent of the
complaints which are seponed 1o the police stations are of domestic violence and mantil discord. Others who spoke on the oceasion,
included NCW Members My, Shaming Shafig, Ms. Hemlata Kheria. Dr. Chare WaliKhanna, and Mr. Sankar Sen and Mr. Markand
Pratap Singh,

NCW's Special Stuwdy Expert Conmmitice and Special Task Force also held anothér consultation with the Northern Raibways on
Gender Sesitization Initiaive, since the Indian Railwuys is the lrgest sovernment wing servicing wide ranging socio-ctonomic
groups of women, families and children from across the country,

NCW Chafrperson glong with Members amd ather speakers

National Conference on Dalit Women

A national conference on Dhallt women was | ———
prganized by NCW mn New Delln and was - y ot

inauguraied by WD Minister Smt. Krishna
Trrath and Sho PL. Purni, Chairperson, Magonal
Commission for Scheduled Castes,

Welcoming the  gathering, Member
Hemlatn Kheria emphasized on the apathy and
discrimination faced by Dalit women al every L Y -

% i " [ P ' ) d '..' F st FE T
||_.='.-c'| — lrom sccess 1o L'l:]'ill..I[If.'lIl. healih care, I..'1n|:“| o B LRI T -
rights, water and sanitation and political gy per Handara Eherin presenting a memente o My, Krisima Tiratk, ax Wember Shamina
participation, Quoting Babasabeb Ambedkar, she  Shafig, Shei #L, Pimin, Meber 85 Clary Walt&lmiag and Member Secreary Mo X
said thot such diseriminations weaken the Roema Prabi bk on
fralion's imegrity.

NCW Chairperson, M. Mamia Sharma, in her address emphasized the need for specinl attention on the issues of Dalit women ami
reinforeed the Commissions commutment for therr emprwermen.

Shri P.L. Punia. stressed that crimes and strocities commutted against Dalit woroen were increasing, specially in states like UP and
Madhyn Pradesh and suggested sensitization of the judiciary, the police and administrtive muchinery to address the problems,

Delivering the inaugural address, WCD Mimster Smi. Krishna Torath said that the govemment was making every effort to bring
Erafit women into the mainstremm 0 thal they could live with dignity and self-respect. She said that the govermment was thinking of
weiting up “one stop crises centre” to provide oll necessary soppart 10 Dialit women.

The confierence was also addressed by Dalit women beaders. academicions and social activists, who spoke on issues and practices
that hinder Dalit women's progress and empowerient,
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Members® Visits

@ Dr. Charu WaliKhanna participated in & programime on Dissemtnations " d- :
of Findings of a Jonit United Nations Study on Social Protection Floor for niesemination of Finding

{al .-'|;.=,5; | SUEja] Prole

Instia in Mew Delhi
& Dr. WaliKhanna visited Chandigarh and held discussions with the Punjab

State Commission for Women. Later, she was Guest of Honour at Dalit .

Chintan Sabha. @ Dr. WaliKhanna inspected the model central jail at Kanda . ", IS tat Cenlre,

in Shimin and had & meeting with the Superiniendent of Jail, officials and 3 1l 2013
L]

female inmates, On 26ik April. she atended a special émergency meeting
with Defhi police. @ Dr. WaliKhanna wits the Chiel Guesl atl Gender / g,
Sensitization programime orgamized by SIVN Linuted tn New Delhion Sih : ﬁ"" - . i

May. ® The Member met the Home Minister Shii 8.K. Shinde to discuss LTI e e
Guidelines For Service Providers in case of Violence Againdt Women Dr: Chary WadiKhanna addressing the gathering
cspiecialiy RapelSexial Assault [or Police. Medical Professionals,

Prosecution, Couns, Social Workers, Counsellors and the Media ete. snd presented o copy of the same. Later, she med Km. Shelja,
Minister of Social Justice & Empowerment to discuss caste related violence against women, @ The Member was the Chiel Guest at
"Urimes Against Women: Precawtions & Actions™ organized by GK-I1 Welfare Association in New Delhi.

% O 3rd May 2013, Member Shaminy Shafig held discossions with Mr. Richard Burge. Chief Executive of Wilon Park Executive
Agency of the Foreign and Commonwealth Office on gender 1ssues. —

® The Member was the Chief Guest at Sarv Samaj Ekia Summelon, crgantzed
at Tajpur, Simbalka, Shamli Dist. n U.P e Ms. Shafig was the Chicf Guest
at a Legal Awareness Workshop for Minority women al Sukipar village,
Greater Noida, UP. @ The Member inaugurated 2 free health check up camp
for Minority women o Khairabad 10 UP. @ The Member nttended a
symposinm on “Tniermationn] Family Law [ne. Istemational Parental Child
Removal” in Mew Delhi. organised by Lord Justice Thorpe, head of
imernational family justice for England and Wales in association with the
British High Commissyomn, New Delhi. 8 The Member was the Chief Guest
at the annual functon of 51 Mary's Convent School in Nainital and faster
ekd 4 meeting with vasious social workers of district Almorn &1 Ranikhet.
& The Member atiended o seminur on Domestic Violence at Bhimtal District, Nainital, isaugurated By the Governor of Uttarakhand Dr.
Azie Onireshi.

& Member Hemluta Kheria visited Mewar Girls” college st Chittosgarh and informed the students about their legal and soctal rights
& Ms. Kheria also visited Kewalpurn and Sangaria Gram Panchayats of Badisadr Sub-Divisions of Rajusthan and discussed with
villigge women issnes related 1o dowry, female foeticide, education for girl, availability of toilets and violence ngainst women

@ NCW Member Adv. Nirmala Sumunt Prabhavalkar participated in a discussion on Prohibition of Indecent Portrayal of Women in the
Media and the robe of Central Broad of Film Certification (CBFC) in which CEQ, CBFC and Ekta Kupoor were ulso present. Ms
Prabhavalkar questioned the monitoring role of CBSC os films and advertisetnents kéep on showing objectionable contents and item
songs dempgrating women

@ She participated in a programme of *Working Group on Human Rights” in New Delhi . She mentioned that  NCW regulaly visits
women juils, mental bomes, cormectional centres as women rights are also human dghts. @ On 3nd May, the Member atiended the State
Advisory Commitlee meeting on PCPNDT Act 1993, in Murmbai to improve the girls' ratio in the State and review the performance of
the Advesory Board m preventing sex-selective abortions, @ She visited Masina Hospital 10 meet the acid attack victim Preeti Rathi, and
olfered financial and medical help. She also demanded a CBT probe and ban or regolation on sale of scid. Unforunately, the girl
sucoumbed to her injuries on 2nd June. @ The Member met the Yice-Chancellor of Mumbal University 1o discuss joint action plan for
gender sensitization programmes with the students and NCW, & She also met the National Boxing champion Ms. Manisha Chouhan,
whio wus in JCLU after a head injury and assured her all possible help for her rehabilitation and medical expenses.
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