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Editor s Column

Bt March. the International Women's
Pay, is un occasion celehrated by the
women groaps around the world. Women
of ll conrinents, often divided by nuiionel
bounduries -and by ethnic, lingaiseic,
culturnl, economic and political diversities
come together w0 celebrafe solidority on
thiz day, They look back to a tradition th
represents decades of strugrle for equality.
Justice, peace and development,

Iniemational Women's Day is the
story of ordinury women a5 makers of
history. It is rooted in the centuty-old
struzgle of women lo participate in society
on an egual footing with men.

The idea of the Intematmal Wormen s
Dhay first apose af the tum of the nineteenth
century, which in the indostralized workd
was & period of expangon and turbulence,
booming population growth und radical
idenlopies,

Since those early wears, the
International Women's Day has assumed
a new dimension for women in developed
and developing countries alike, The
growing  interoationsl  women's
movement, which has been strengthencd

hy glohal United Nations Women's
Conference has helped 1o make the
commemoration o rublying point for
coordinated cifons 1o demand women's
rghts and pasticipation in the political and
economic processes. lncreasingly, the
Internationa] Women's Doy, s a e o
reflect on progress nmade. to call for change
and 10 celebrate acts of courage and
determination by ordinary women, who
have plaved an extraordinary mole in the
histary of women's rights

International

Women's Day

Thiss, whers once women fought 1o pit
gender equuliity on the international agenda,
pemider eqoality is now ope of the primary
_fn:-tnr::a shipine that Geendi. I many
countries, provisions gusranlecing
enjoyment of human rights without
discriminution on the bisis of sex have been
included m Constrbetions or nteaeated i
legistative reforms. Discominatery legal
provisions have been repealed and legal
literacy and other measures introduced 1o
alert women i their rights:

Yer, much remains o be done, Maore

thiin 66 yeurs afiet independence, deapite
piethorn of faws, women in Indin still find
themselves shackled, Poverty of women,
especially. beads of households, appears
to be deepening. Women are over
represented among the onemployed. They
siill continue o pay with their lives or
child marringe. demestic violence. dowry
demanids, foeticide, mpes mmd imadeguate
provisions of healthcare,

Thuss, & order o ampeove the loc of
women, we have (o put more of our pirl
children in schools and equip them with
quility education - 48 opposed 1o muking
them merely literates. We have (o mike
primary health centres accessible (o
wimlin 50 that hundreds of women in rural
areas do ot die every yvear duping

childbirth for seent-of medecal anention.

Andd most importantly, we have to meform
property laws s0 that gender parity
becomes a reabity, W hile these changes are
necessary, they will amount o nothing. if
we, &% i society, continue to deny our
women, the dipnity,  liberty and
ppportumitics that ure rightfully theirs. Foe
when women fhrive, the whole socicty
benelis-and succeadimg generations: are

given a better start in life.

Enquiries undertaken by NCW

% Member Shamma Shafiq as Chairperson of an enquiry committee alongwith Ms. Zukia Soman and Ms. Yogita Bhayana,

visited Bundi in Rajasthan o enquire into a complaint alleging harassment and physicul sssuull of a divorced woman, @ Member
Hemilata Kheria as Chairperson alongwith Ms. Prive Thakur, enguired into media reports titled "Panchayat Mein Mahila Ko
Nirvastra Kiva™ of Tikamgarh, MP. 2 She also as Chairperson of an enguiry committee comprising Ms, Priva Thakur, enquired
into u report that women are not allowed to go upstairs due to superstition in Kitors village, Dabra district, MF,

Profile in Courage

US First Ludy Michelle Obima felicitated Indiin acid attack ‘n‘_l.li"nl'f‘i'ﬂl' Laxmi, after she won the “Internitional Women of Courage
Award”, for successfully leading o campaign against acid atack on women in Indin. She left the Americans impressed with her
speech, passion and guls. Mrs. Obama und the large crowd ot the America’s State Department Auditonum was moved and
touched when Laxmi recited a poem recounting her experience:

“You haven't thrown acid on my face; You threw it on my dreams.

You did not have love in your heart; You had acid in it

Her attacker threw acid on her face after she refused to respond. o his mmﬂcadmu:ﬁ.
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Chairperson’s Page

® Chairperson Mamty Sharma attended & one-day "documentary
film festival on women issues” as the Chief Guest oreganized by the
Faculty of Media Studies of Manav Rachni International University
in New Dethi.

@ The Chairperson attended & awereness programme al Jantar
Mantar on the occasion of Intermnational Women's Day, Speaking
om he occasion, she said crimes against women would only stop if
the society stopped treating women as commaodities, The Police or
the government did not have & magic-wand to stop oll Kinds of
atrocities ageinst women. To combat violence against women. she
said, there must be change in the mindset of the society.

® A programme was organized by Manavadhikar Mission, Silvasa,
in Mew Delhi in which the Chairperson was the Chief Guest. Later,

she released a book “Taniyve Mahila Aspne Adhikar” on the occasion,
® Rajasthani Academy organized 23" Kavyaetri Sammelan ot India
Habitat Centre in New Delhi and honoured talented women on the
occasion of Imernational Women's Day. Speaking on the occasion,
NCW Chairperson appreciated the work carried out by the Academy by promoting Rajasthani culture, dance, art and
literature in Delbi and nearby areas. Women working in different fields such as judiciary, education, women
empowerment, child upliftment etc. were honoured for their outstanding contributions in their respective felds

Chafrperson addressing the gatfering af the
sereenteg of docimenrary films

MNational Consultation

NCW organized a national consultation on
“Prohibition of Atrocities: against Women by
Dehumanizing and Stigmatizing them in.Public”, in
Jaipur, Rajasthan, to finalize the NCW Draft Model
Central Legislation to eliminste violenve aguinst woinen
by dehumanizing and sugmatizing them in public.

Delivering the welcome address, Dr. Charu
WaliKhanna sud that the issue of debumanizing and
stigmalizing women needed to be dealt with sensitivity,
She said that fabelling or tarpeting a woman, o parading
o disrobing her or tonsuring her hair or blackening her
face violated a woman's rights and undermined her
dignity. She zaid she was looking forward to 8 promising
solution to this problem through this consultation.

Inaugurating the seminar, Smt. Muargaret Alva,
Crovernor of Rajasthan, said that the issue was not only
limited {0 atrocites against woanen by labelling them as
Dayans but it had larger mamifications. Women were not
only dehuminized in order to grab their property but alse
called insane or possessed with some spint 1o depigrate
them. Though there were laws in every state against suoch
atrocities. vet they were not implemented properly.

Speaking on the occasion, My, Mamta Sharma said
that the issie had been discussed in seminars organized
in different states with s view to finding possible solutions
and thereof bringing a national consensus, She

emphasiscd the need for a separate national law on this
issue, She stressed for rehabilitation of and compensation
to- the victims of these crimes and objected 1o sermals and
movies portraying women os Dayans,

Member Hemlata Khertia said that there should
be & stringent Liw against such atrocities and emphasised
the need to sensitize and educate people on this issue,

Wrapping up the last session, Member Nirmala
Samant Prabhavalkar mentioned the recommendations
arrived atafter exhaostive deliberations: (1) There should
be 4 special central legislation on this issue (2) There
should be effective implementation after legislation (3)
The draft bill should be reviewed.

Al

At the sgticend connudiaion, Chaperson Mo Shoerma
nrped Smp, Margarer Alva
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NCW celebrates International Women's Day

The Mational Commission for Women celebrated the
International Women's Dy by honounng 25 outstanding
wamen for their schievements in their respective fields. Dr;
Mandita Chatierjee, Member Secretary, in the presence of
Chairperson Mamia Sharma, presented awards 1o the
distimgunshed women al the award ceremony held al Yiovan

Bhuwan in Mew Dalh.

The NCW also presented avwards 1o three college studenss o
best entries i essay competinon orgamzed by NCW n
collaboration with State Women Commissions among college
shirdents in their respective states oo topics " Ensuring Safety
and Fecanty to Waornen in Public Spaces”, "Our Panarchal
Sociely: Chinging the Mindset”. The rst poze was given 1o
Mz, Reena Maithani from Litrakhand, the second prize was

My Mowera Shareia Hghting the lamp. Tiie Members of the
Cromrmidssion fook o

bagged by Ma. Privankn Barse from Madhya Pradesh while the third poze went to Ms. Java Jan from Bajasthan,

A skit on women empowerment was staged during the progrumme depicling increasing empowerment of women in eyery
sphere of life. A large number of pamicipants sttended the programme from various parts of the country. All Members of the

Commizsion were present on the occasion,

Ms, Maraia Sharmo foeding cver @ certiffoate fooan awirdee,
Memnfaer Secrenory D Nanding Otaitedfee loiks an

< Member Hemlata Khena attended o satonial conzullation
on “The Portrayval of Women in the Media™ in Mumbai.

@ She attended a national consultation on “Prohibition of

Atrocities by Dehumanizing and Stgmalizing Women in
Public” ot Jutpur. @ Member Kheria visited Tikumgarh in ME
tor encpuiTe ko an incident, wherein an old woman was nomed
@ thief at the hefiest of o tanink and was forced to disrobe, The
Member met the Db, 5P, distdct officials and Panchayat
members to discuss the issue and Ler directed the suthorities
b fike appropriate action an the matter, @ She visited the
digtrict jail-at Chhatarpur in MP and beld a meeting with the
5P of 1l officials and female inmates, The inmates said that
there was no legal-aid system, counselling or vocationa)
educiption for women and no créche facilites for their children.

Member Hemlata Kherti in ditcussion wirth DM, 5P and
Perchavart members af Jikumiparh

@ 5She visited Kitora in Dabra village in MP for an enguiry. The village with o population of nearly 2004} i inhahited by nearly
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800 Mongia tribals, whe are victims of superstition. Women are not allowed to climb stairs or 2o to the roof of the house, which
woulldl amount to displeasing the deities and incur their wrath. She found the village devoid of basic amenities like drinking
waler, edwcation, sanifition, ete.

&  NCW Member Adv, Nirmala Samunt Prabhavalkar
attended a pational consultation oa “The Portrayal of women
in the Media” organized by NCW in Mumbai, NCW
Chuirperson Mamta Shirma, the Chiel Minister of
Maharashtra, his wile and three other Ministers also amended
the consultation. The theme in the plenary session was
“Portrayal of Women in Fitm and Television” and the second
session dealt with “Portrayal of Women in Advertising™, The
themme of the third session was “Women, Medis, Violence and
the Repercussions in the Society™. The last session discussed
“The Way Forward - Censorship or Self Regulation™ chaired _
by Mr. Ujwal Uke. Principal SEHEIUI*WF_WEID' L'r:.'l'n'fml'.l'ith:| of Member Probhivelkar oddvessing the consultation on “Poriraa
Maharashitrs, @ The Member visited Jaipur to attend & seminar o Wanmen: in the Media®

gnd chuired the session for o national |legislation on

“Prohibition of Atrocities sgainst Women by Dehumanizing and Stigmatizing them in Public”. ® The Member met fisher
woitlen activists in Warli Koliward, Mumbai and heard their problems, @ Ms. Prubhavalkor attended a program onganized by

District Legal Aid Authority Service and a one-day Inter-collegiate seminar on “Fondamentul Duties of o Citizen — Protect and

Respect the Dignity of Women™, organized by the Mumbai High Coort, @ She was also the Chief Guest ot o fanction organized
by Nuclear Power Carporation of India in Mumbai to celebrate the International Women's Day. ® The Member atlended heanngs
in the office of the Maharashtra State Wormen Commission (MSWC) arranged by NCW and MSWC

%  Member Shamina Shafiq attended a workshop on “New B et mm g = s 0
Approaches to Address Gender-Related Problems”. in New Hatja

Deelhi. ® The Member visited Kochi to attend o national
workshop on “Empowerment of Women and Children”,
organized by National Forum for People’s Rights, which s
working [of protection, promotion of human rights. economic
spliftment of the under-privileged, peace, harmony and
national & intermational integration. @ The Member was the
Chief Guest at a Tunction organized by Manav Adhikar
Samwardhan Sanstha ar Hapur in UP on “Mahiloan kd Dasha
aur THsha™, @ She delivered the keynote address on *Women
Empowerment in the Context of Violence agamsi Women,”
organized by Women Power Connect and CARE in New Delhi, ® The Member attended a seminar on ™ Youth and Governimnee”™
at the India International Centre in New Delhi. ® Ms. Shafiy attended a national conference organized by Maitri on ™Many
Voices: One Movement — Ending Sexual Violence in India”. She participated in the session “Gaimng Control and Seeking
Tustice — Aftermath: Communicating with Police anid
Hospitals™.

% Dr. Charu WaliKhunna as the Chief Guest participated in
# National Consultation erganized by NCW in Kolkata on
Government schemes UITWALA and SABLA o deliberate
on the constraints in effective implementation of the schemes,
She also chaired the technical session, ® Dr. WaliKhanna
participated in a Mational Consuliation on “Prohibition of
Atrocities by Dehumanizing and Stigmatizing Women in
Public™ at Juipur. ® She was also the Guest of Honour at
Crand Kovi Sammelan organized by Delhi Hindi Sahitya  De Chary WallKhunna with delegates of Nottow Consuliation on
Sammelan and GK 1, RWA, in New Delhi. Govermment Sclemes

Member Shaming Shafig addressing e gothering
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