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Editor’s Column

The vear 2013 has been an eventful
year for the Mational Commission for
Women. Under the dynumsc Jeadesship of
NCW Chinrperson Ms. Mamts Sharma, the
Commussion reselutely and indefatigably
steovie for women's empowerment and
elimination of gender violence ind
injustice, At this point of e, ot the yeds
end. an objective appraisal of the
Commission’s works and schievements 15
called for.

In keeping with NCW's mandate.
which ts 1o review conssiutional and legald
sufepuards for women; recommend
remedinl legislative measurey. facilitnte
redressal of grievances; advice the
government on all poficy matters affecting
wormen the Commission ook wirious sieps
tio improve thie status of weormsen and worked
tirelgssty for their social and economie
empowerment during the past year,

The Chatrperson has aken mitiatives
1o organize seminars, consultations and
watkshops 4kl ever the country on gender
awareness, female foeticide. rape, ¢hild
marrisie, Vioknoe agiinst women, sexual
harassmenl agais woimen o workplace,
dowry death, witcherafl etc. im order to
genernte awareness in the socely against
these socinl evils, Along with
empiwertiend, the Chairperson laid utmost
stress on  growth, cducstion dnd
development for women.

To make women awere of their nghis,
the NCW Jnupched Mahila Adhikar
Abhiyan, particularly in mural apcas: to
inform them zbout varisus government
schemes-and their entitlements.

In the wake of Nirbhaya incident,
the Commission’s recommendations with

regard to changes m the rpe Inw, making
stalking of women a crime und 4 Separite
law on acid attock etc. were accepted by
the Goverhment

The Commission made severil visits o
jails, nari niketans and hospitals 1o gam
firsthand knowledge ubout the problems
faced by women and soggest remedial
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measures (o (ake up with the concerned
authiorities, Tn the past yeas, the Comniission
received a large nomber of complaings. dealt
with them und plso 0ok dp suo-moto cases
to provide speedy justice. Publicity was also
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misde through advertisements in the. print
media and on TV channels, nukkad-nutaks
gic. and also published several books,
booklets and publicity materials in onder 1o
credte awareness abogt women rights, The
WCW also pargcipated in different melzs 1o
sepsitizg the civil soctety on women-reloged
IEsres,

The Foundation: stone of NCW office,
Nirbhaya Bhawan was laid down lust year
hy the President of India Shri Pranab

Mukherjee.. During the year,. the
Comnmssion entered mbo garmbership with
UNIFEM o work jontly on the tssue of
combating trafficking in women and girls,
and with HUDCO for greatinge
wfrastruciural and incidental facilines tor
rehabilitation of destitutes, widows ani
ahonduned women.

The Commission also organized
capacity building and sensitization
programmes for officers involved in
implementation of women-related haws
through variows police and judicial
academies, The Commission inadgurated
yideo conference facilities with the siate
commisssang of Andhsa Pradesh, Modhya
Pradesh, Nagatand and Wess Bengal. Italso
constiuted several enquiry CoMMIEes 10
enguire il illeged cases of amocities
AFAINST WOME

The NCW has crested o0 North Enst
Cell w hendle complamis recéived from
Morth Eastern states on line ar by post, The
Commission hag constituled & specinl study
commitiee with the primary ohjective (o
study the support mechanisms for the
vietims and survivors of mape and sexual
violence, The Commission had alzo
undertaken sensitization progromimes. for
the para-military forces, the Delhi Police,
the Railway Protechon'Force etc., on
women's issues and s alzo actively
pursuing for the passing of the Women
Reservation Bill, still pending in the Lok
Sabha.

Admittedly, NOW has achieved
consderahle suceess, yel there iz my oo
for complucency. NCW pledges 1o strive
relentlessly o mitigate the sufferings of
women of our country and take apgpropriate
sdeps fo provide them gender justice and
eruity.

Rashtra Mahila, January 2014



NCW has taken initiative 10 st-up a North-East Cell af the
Commission, 1o look tato complunts a5 well as other women-
refared isswes concerning the North-East sector. In that context, 4
team led by Chairperson Mamia Sharma comprising Members
Nirmila Samant Prabhavalkar, Ms. Laldingliani Sailo, Joint
Secretury Sumité Khurana, Ms. Sudha Chaodhary, Ms, Lilabati
and 3h. V.K. Asthana visited Imphal in Manipus. The Chairpersons
and Member Secretaries of North East Commissions for Women
were also present.

Luter, they held an interactive meeting with representagives
of women vendors of three Ima Keithels. Impressed with the
unigue women-cnly, Ima marken, the Chairperson said she wonld
explore the possibility of setling up market complexes exclusively
run &y women traders in othér parts of the coantry, She however,
regretied that despite the valour and definnce shown by the women
fplk of Mantpur, their social status remained stabic, in spite of
rapid changes in the sogial structure. She emphasized on the nesd
for collective effort by the police. press and politicians 1o prevent
piroibies committed agamst women. The Social Welfare Mindster
Rum. A.K. Miribai Devi pledged all possibie assistance in making
the Manrpur State Commizsion for Woinen more vibrant and
effective. A hilingual booklet entitled “Yiolence Free Home, u
Woman's Right” was relexsed on the oceasion

® The Chairperson also held 4 meeting with the Principal
Secretary, DG Police und other state officials relating bo seitlement
af tssues of Ima Keithels Market, Later, she met the-Chicf Minlsier
ond the Giovernor of the state to discuss issues relating 1o
empowerment of women, The deleaation alwo went to Moreh, 1o
assess the problems faced by the local women of the area. The
team found that there was tack of medical facifities in the local
hospital and the patients had 1o go to Imphal in case of an
emergency. Ms, Shorma assured that the matter would be taken
up with the concemned officers. The women desired that some simall
stale industries could be established so thut they could make
themselves financially self-reliant. The Chairperson assured them
that she would also take up this igsue with the concerned

authorities

@  The delegation also went to JLN Institute of Medicol Sciences-
in Manipur, where Mz, Irom Chanu Sharmila is on hunger sirike
und under judicial custody sinee 2000,

® Later, the NCW delegation visited the Manipur Central Jul
f assess the condifion of women prisoners, The prison was neat
and clean und the prisoners had no complaint, The fail authorities
tohd the Chairperson that they were not getting any finuncial
auststance for running vocational training and rehabilitation
progrummes for the prisoners. The Chairperson assured the jail
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NCW Chunirperzon swith K, A K. Mivabar Devi. (hefow) Clmirpeison
Manipur Womnen Commbecion, NOW Member Laldingliani Satlo, My,
Mumra Siuwrwia and Member Nirmale Samons Prabhavalbar of the
mieeling with women cosimunitd femdery af Moreh

wathorities that she would write 1o the Chief Minister of Manipur

in this regird

® The Supreme Court said thut clinching proof of commiltting ripe against each accused is not necessary and @ person can be
convicted in a gungrape case even if these is ne medical evidence against him. The court passed the order convicting six persons in
gangrape case despite medical evidence showed onty four persons had committed rupe on the prosecutrix, However, the bench said,
“Explanation | to Section 3T6(2)g), IPC. stutes that where i woman is raped By ome of maore in 4 group of persons acting in fortherince
of their common intention. ¢ach of the person shall be deemed tw hive commisted gangrape within the meaning of the sub-aection”

® The Delhi govenment has sent directives to all zonal ambulunce officers and senior officials in the Directorate of Health Services
that ambulances be sent on & priority hasis, free of cost. to victimy of sexual assault. It states besides responding to calls from sccident
and trauma victims, the ambulances are to mansport w and back pregnant women and sick new borns from hospitals to their homes,
Further, the ambulances will be made available t the family members sccompanying the vietim to the nearest haspital and also drop

the victims at their ressdents alongwith esconing family members.
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The Role of Media on Women Issues

The NCW Chairperson Ms. Mamta Sharma attended a
workshop on “Role of Media on Women lssues” organized
by Fumore Socigsy at Jaipur. Speaking on the occasion, she
zaid though the centre has made simngent laws lo combat
orimes against women, yel they are not implemented property.
[ swch o sitoanon, women most come forwand and assert their
rightz, She expressed her displeasure at the police-that instead
of helping the victims, they very often pressurize them fo
COMpPromise.

Speaking on rampant female foeticide in the couniry,
she said that in the next 20 vears w sitwation will arise when 2
crore boys will not et brides to marry. She further said thar
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The Chairpereon addressing the Worgshop,

even now women are bronded as witches and atrocities are commuitted on them o the states like Chhatiisgarh, Therkhand and

Madhye Pradesh. To stop such atrocities, strong measares most be undertaken and m this the media must playv-o entical rode.
Many eminent pournalisis also spoke on the occazion.

Members’ Visits

+  NCW Member Shamina Shafig visited the Indin World
Foundation to sttend n nutional seminer and art workshop on
“Tustice for Women”™, dedicated 1o Nirbhava, the braveheart in
Mew Delhi, ® The Member attended the [0th Anooal Fanction
and National Seminar on “Vulnerability of Contemporary
Women: Current Scenanio” at Aligarh Muslim Universiny
organized by Dr. Zakir Hussain Foundation and graced by Smt.
Salma Ansar, wife of the Vice President of Indse. The Member
emiphisized the need for elirmnation of sex-determmnation tesls
and female foeticide, which are responsible for a skewed sex-
rufio in the country,

& NCW Member Hemlata Khena, was the Chief Goest o
& Sangoshti and Abhinandan Samaroh on “White Revolotion
in India”, organized by the Mesrut Chamber of Commerce.
Shesard that there was alzo need for g social revolunon so that
crime coduld be stopped. She asserted that media could play an
important role w o make women aware of their rights, @ The
Member visited the District Jail in Ujjain, and held & mesting
with the Supenntendent und other jail officials and women
inmates regarding legal sid, vocational truning. medical facility
for women mmates with mental bealth problems, as well as
food, edwcation facilies, sanitation and hyienic peoblams of
women prisoners. @ Later, she met Ms, Sushma Singh, TG
Wormen Wing, Bhopal, and discussed 1zsues relited to crime
against women in Madhya Pradesh,
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Member Hemilaio Kherio ( 2od froow pightl af the Abimandan Samarsh

<  NCW Member Adv, Nirmula Samant Prabhavalkar alonp with Ady. Vijuva Bangade, Member, Mabarashira: Stute

Commission for Women visited Chandrapur Jail in Mohareshtra and imteracted with 19 femole prsoners, most of whorm were
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underirials, Tt was found that proper food, clothing and regular
health checkups were being provided as per the jail mamual
provisions. @ Ms, Pmbhavalkar nlong with the Charperson of
Himuchal Pradesh State Commmssion for Women vizited Kanda
jairh and interacted with 16 women prisoners, The NCW would
like to place on record that it seemed to be 4 very good model
Jail s the barrecks were clean and neat and cach inmate was
provided with a separate bed, pillow, blanket. etc. alongwith
medicines, legal help and regular health checkops. @ The
Member attended a programme jointly organized by Wadia
hospatal and Siddhivinayvak Temple Toogt to créate awireness S i,
and penerate revenue for the Casdiac Clinie for hesr operaiions Weeeivs Hespiral, 8kl Sachin Teadwlker ¢v on her eight

of posr il nzedy infanis hailing from the roral and tnbal aseas.

The Chief Guest was Shn Sachin Tendulkar, @ The Member attended o two-day seminar on “gensder swareness”, for women

police officers orgenized by DGP Keralo. The Member also visited the women ward of the Central jail and an Open jail for
women prisoners al Thiruvanantaporao, @ Ms, Prabhavalkar visited the Holi Hospital at Kandavili in Maharashira wnd met the
Mumicipal Councillor Smit. Sheetal Mhatee, o victim of sexiun] harissment, The Meémber assured her all possible help from the
Conumission, @ The Member helped Smt. Bimla Gupta, widow of an ex-Railway empioyee to get an increased pension ol Rs.
5000 per month plos DA against the pension of Bs 351- she was petting enrlier.

&  NCW Member Dr Chaome WaliKhonno was the Chief
Cimest at i seminar on “Issues and Concemns in NREI Marmages™
held ai the Natonul Law School of India Umaversity in
Bangalore, She spoke in the techmcal sesson on “NRI
Marriages: Understanding the Complexity of Tssues and
Concerns™. Liter, she met the Governor of Karmataka Dr
Hansra) Bhardwaj and discussed women-related issues. @ The
Member was the Chief Guest at the workshop on “Prevention
of Sexunl Horassment ot Workploce”, organizéd by
Disordarshan in New Delhi, She emphasieed that sexial

harissment al workplace infringes on the fundamental nght of
1 - ] ¥ e Chera Wali Khaewea inauguraiing te Seominer on NRE Moarriager
wirmen to gendey equality and e right to work in & safe .
envimnment, free from hanssment. The publication of NCW titled Do not fear, bear, admit” was distribuled among the
purticipants, @ Dr. WaliKhanno was a speaker ol the “Pravasi Bhartiva Divas”, organized by Overseas Indian Affairs and
Ministry af Youth Affairs and Sports al Vigyun Bhavwan in New Delhi. The Member spoke at the plenary session on “Aspirations

of Dinspora’™ chired by Sho Matish Tewart, Minister for Informaetion and Broadcastng

Goguiries undertakes by NOW

® Ms Hemiata Kheria; along with social activist Manasi Pradban conducted an enguiry into a newspaper reporttithed
“Oudisha girl held hostage for 3 days and raped by 6 men™, A detailed report has been submitted on 23.01.2014,

® Ms, Kheria, with Manasi Pradhan conducted an enguiry into a newspaper report titled “30-year-old Jady raped
by 6 persons end photographed in mobile, in Banpur Thana, Khurda Distrier, Odisha. A dezaled report has been
sibmitted on 23.0H 2014

for further information visit owr websife af ; WWW.NCW.RIC.IN
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