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Editor's Column

Within days of the release of the
Juvenile convier involved in the
December 1t sangrape case, followed
by nationwide public outrage, the
Parliument passed the Juvenile Justice
Bill. 2015, bringing down the age of
juveniles from the existing 18 years o
16 years in cases of heinous crimes.
The brutal sexual attack on a student
in Delhi, three years ago, triggered
unprecedented demand for harsher
punishments for juvenile offenders.

Under the Indian Penal Code,
erimes such i rape, murder, docoily
and seid sttocks, which invite jail terms
of seven vears or more, are defined as
‘heinous crimes’, As per the present
Bill, juveniles acoused of such erimes
will be tried as adolts and may face a
maz imum jail term of seven years but
will not-be awarded life sentence or
death penalty.

The  Juvemile Justice Board,
however, will decide case by case,
whether the minor will be tried under
the Juvenile Justice Act or in a regular
tria| count as an adult. Incidentally, the
Juvenile involved in the December 16
pangrape, said to be the most vicious
of the ot spent little more than [wo

Juvenile Justice

FOCUS

Bill, 2015

yeurs in a comectional facility, while his
co-convicts face death penalty,

Admitedly. the number of juveniles
or minors, who are under 18 years of
age, are ftaking to crime in a big way,
According to the NCEB. data, cases
gainst juveniles have risen steadily
over the past three years from 31,973
m 2012 35,861 in 2013 10 38,565 in
2014, .

Here it s felevant to mention that

Important Decisions

seven months ago. a two-judge Bench
of the Supreme Court had asked the
“relook, rescrutinise, and
revisil the relevant provisions of the
Act o make it more stringent”, The
Bench said that “it was extremely
difficult to believe that juveniles wete
unaware of the consequences while
committing rape, docoity and murder™.

centre o

Worldwide, many countries also,
like Britain, France and some suses in
US have separale courts to try
juveniles.
heinous cnmes. Lowering the age of
juveniles will take into account the
reality of changed India, where cnimes
pgainst women are on the rise.
However, the government must also
ensure that cases involving juveniles
muost be handled with sensitivity, in
docordance with the sevenity of their
crime amnd not just on the baziz of their
dge.

who have eommitted

[ ] "I"h&'ﬁq:ﬂ-mnﬂmﬂ has ﬁaidﬂmnmﬂnhﬁﬂﬂ inalienable right to ‘siridhan’ and she can claim it even after

trugfrum her husband. Tn a mling. the apes courl wdthnt denial of “stridhan” wouold amount o domestic

T‘iﬂ]lm; making her husband and in-laws hnl:rlﬁh:l prosecution. “Stridhan” refers 1o all valuables-movahle and

m:nnwh‘té property, hesides pﬂ,q. and other | Ttems - i wWantan receives duting het liletime, including the ones received
prior mﬁ:mmg-:. at the tlml: ufmnmuge and rqung lilﬂ birth of her child or children.

® Soon, ull eells phones will be equipped with a p‘mﬁu I:uunn 16 assist women in dismess, Both- emnng ind new cell

phones will be covered under this plan. I & woman hhmﬂﬂt almmjum press the buttan on the cell phnu: and

will immediately get help.

® The Supreme Court has asked ll State Governments and Union Territories to consider acid attack survivors us disabled
persons to enable them to get benefits of 3% reservation in government jobs meant for physically-handicupped people.

® The Bombay High Court saud that women have the right 1o decent toilets ar all convenient places. while outdoors, in
accordance with their nght to bive with human dignity, The court has directed mumicipal corperations across Maharashira
1o “formulute a comprehensive scheme for constroction of teilets, restrooms for women walking on the streets”, and
also identity suitable locations, such as near pardens, bus stops, rickshaw & taxi stands, crowded places, nuilway
stations, povernment and municipal offices, having regular supply of water and power.
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Training for Women Police Officials

Thee National Conmutission for Wenmen in collaboration with
the Burcan of Police Research and Development organised a
three-day training programme for women police officers with
special focus on capacity building of women police officers
MvesEZaling erimes against women tn MNew Delhi

Delivering the inaugorul sddress, NOW Chairperson

Laliths Kumoramongulam emphasised that there has been a
steddy increase in afl types of cnmes agunst women during
the last 10-15 years. She spoke: about the problénis fuced by
police persomnel such as inadequate police Torce, political
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interference, lack of founselling fucilitses, She said that the
ofvjective of thw programme was (0 uparade knowledge and
imvestigating skills of officers as proper collection of evidence
play u vitul role m strengthening a case. The inangural session
was followed by technical sessions dealing with the status of
wWOImen i conlemporary society; Torensic scwence und crime
investigation; crimimal smendiment act 2003, forensic medicire
piid post mortem examinuiion, ste, The recommencdations
emerging oul of deliberations will -be sent tor the concermed

The Mational Commiszion Tor Women orzanised a
copsuliation on women with disability in New Déthi, The
inaugornl eddress was deliverad by Shri Loy Venma, Secretarny,
Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment.

I oSt pidis of the workd, people with disabibities are
subjected to moltiplexdeprivations with lmited nccess 1o basie
services including edocition, employment. rehabilitation
facilities etc- Thoogh at the policy level, progressive
legislamons. schemes and provisions exist, yet at the ground
level, the disabled confinue to be neglected und marginalised
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with the onus of care falling on the family rather than the community. Tn that context, the consultation discussed the legal
framewaork for safeguarding the interest of women with disability alongwith pragmatic interventions und came up with

recommendations for the way forward,

Complaints received by NCW in writing and online in Decéember, 2015

Manth Opening balunce Complaints Number of complainis | Complaints pending
Drecember, 2005)  (Pending of previous mionth) regeived o which action taken for action
In writing NIL, | GO 1442 167
Online NIL 144 = 137 T
Cazes closad [ writing - 320 Cinling - 41

NCW had taken up 1Y suo moto cases in December, 20135,
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Promoting Women Entrepreneurship

NCW Chairperson recently delivered aspecial address
during 4 session on “Promoting Women Enterprencurship:
The Leap Forward™ as part of the Global Business Sumimit
organised by the Conlederation of Indian Indusiry in
partnership with the Ministry of Micro, Small and Medium
Enterprises (MSME) in New Delhi,

During her address, she raised the issues such as luck
of funds, lack of ownership assets, lack of access 1o
training and mentorship, lack of childeare facilities, lack
of networking opporunities and inadequate exposure o
technology e,

Ms. Kumaramangalam also dwelt on important issues
such as widespread violence against women. male
preference n education and economic opportunitics, She

Ministry of Micrs,

SO Chairperion gddresan g iee pailereng

conchuled by saying that change in the mindset at & rapid pace is required to provide equal opportunities and sccess
o women enterpréneurs. The other eminent speakers focused on curmrent stakes of women entrepreneurship, varous
chatlenges and opportunities peculiar to women entreprencurship, potential for women entrepreneurship in the digitally-
connected world and policy reforms necessary o hike the share of women in MSME sector,

Convention of Dalit and Adivasi Drgﬂlliﬁﬂliﬂﬂ

National Confederation of Dalit Adivasi Organisations
organised the [2th All-India Convention of Dalit Adivasi
organzstions on “Transforming India and Achisving
Socially Development Goals | Strengthening the Stake of
Socially Excluded”™, in Mew Delhi. More than 700 leaders
of socially excluded-communities from more than 25
states participated in the convention. The convention
deliberated upon different development issues and
strategies conceming the socially-excluded communities
in India, especially in the context of sustainable
development goals,

~.

NOW Chairperson Lot Kuamasaraegaiom eddvessing the comoerniog

Ministry of Swutistics and Empowerment in
parinership with Ministry of WCD organised a
National Workshop on “Data Gaps on Gender
Statistics” in collaboration with UN Women and
UNFPA in New Delhi.

Chairing the technical session, NCW
Chairperson Lalitha Kumaramangalam said that
women face vanous problems “as they have no
socess to entitlements, assets, information or
technology due to our social culture, political
ecaonomy, the economicy of  women

NCW Choirprerron {second from pight] with sifies speakers i Hre panel

empowerment, and the institutional nature of patriarchy which reinforces women's drudgery™.

Haszhtra Mahila, December 2005
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Members” Visits

4 Member Rekha Sharma attended a legnl awareness 4 il
programme organised by Jamia Milia Islamia University in H u H

collaboration with NCW in Delhi. She spoke on Criminal,
Personal and Conststutioaal laws as well as on Reproductive
Rights and sexual harassment at workplsce. ® Ms. Sharma
also anended the legal awareness programime organised by
the Faculty of Law, Amity University in Noida. @ On her
visit to Benaras, the Member discussed the complaints
resistered in NCW with the 5P and DM of Varanasi and
Secretary, District Legal Servies Authority, She also visited
the Widow Ashram and the Nari Niketan to interact with the gl ™ aad

inmaies. & Mz, Sharma was the chief suest at the Human Member Robia Sharmg with Vereoosd L4
Rights Awareness Programme organised by Human Rights

Mission in Delhi, @ Ms. Shanna visited the Allahabad Government Hospital to examine what facilitiés were available in the
hospital und also met the Secretary, District Legal Services Authority to discuss the large number of complaints recerved by
NCW. @ The Member visited Chandigarh and met the Minister, WCD, and Additonal Chief Secretary, to discuss varous
women-related issucs, @ Ms. Sharma visited the Psychintnic Hospital ot Calicut along with a texm of NIMHANS, Bangalore,
1 meet mentally-chullenged patients, She felt that the hospital needed better infrastructure and mote staff,

% Member Sushma Sahu met DGP Maharashira and senior
police officers 10 discuss the status of complaints received
by the police and to enguire into the steps taken to ensure
safety of women. She also requested the Chiel minister to
nominate 4 Chairperson for the State Commission for Women,
# The Member visited Pune to condoct enquiries pertaiming
o somme cazes received in NOW, During her visit, she also
met the Pune Commissioner of Police, concerned police
nfficials and the victims, Later, she visited Pimpri and attended a workshop on “Women Rights and Duties™. @ Ms Sahu
attended a seminar on “Gender Sensitization and Prevention of Sexual Hurussment at Workplice”™ organised by the Reserve
Bank of India at Pama. The Member was also the chief guest ot the “Hemophilia East Zone Women Conlerence™ at Patna.

Meanber Suvhmwa Sahe addressing the Reserve Bank smplovees

n

& Member Laldingliani Sailo held & meeting with Broadcasting Content Complaint Council if the BCCC office in New Delhi
1 discuss retrogressive portrayal of women in TV serials, @ Ms. Sailo visited the Regional Mental hospital at Yerwadi in Pune
alongwith senior efficials of NIMHANS 0 meet mentally-challenged patients. She interacted with the patients and their
families a5 well as service providers and reviewed the structural and fimetional facilities of the hospital ® She held a hearing
in her office with officials of the Benuras Hindu University in connection wih the complaints of sexual harassment lodged by
T WEITHETL.

& Member Alok Rawat participated in a consultation meeting organised by NCW on expanding opportumties for differently-
abled women. @ The Member attended a presentation by TISS, Mumbai, on “Empowering Panchayati Raj women
representatives” und made various suggestions for improving the module. @ The Member attended a legal awareness progrumime
an women-related laws organised by Jumin Milia Islamia in New Delhi. @ The Member gave an orientation lecture 10 the staff
and officers of NCW on hassle-free procedural working in the office as per the procedures outhned in the Central Secretanat
Manual. @ The Member attended a presentation on the research study on “Effect of femule lneracy in villages of Supaul district
in Bihar. ® The Member discussed setting up of a special cell for women in police stations in Sonitpur district of Assam with
the Assam State Women Commission and Tata Institute of Social Sciences.

for further information visit our website at © Wwwacw.nic.in
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Within days of the release of the
Juvenile convier involved in the
December 1t sangrape case, followed
by nationwide public outrage, the
Parliument passed the Juvenile Justice
Bill. 2015, bringing down the age of
juveniles from the existing 18 years o
16 years in cases of heinous crimes.
The brutal sexual attack on a student
in Delhi, three years ago, triggered
unprecedented demand for harsher
punishments for juvenile offenders.

Under the Indian Penal Code,
erimes such i rape, murder, docoily
and seid sttocks, which invite jail terms
of seven vears or more, are defined as
‘heinous crimes’, As per the present
Bill, juveniles acoused of such erimes
will be tried as adolts and may face a
maz imum jail term of seven years but
will not-be awarded life sentence or
death penalty.

The  Juvemile Justice Board,
however, will decide case by case,
whether the minor will be tried under
the Juvenile Justice Act or in a regular
tria| count as an adult. Incidentally, the
Juvenile involved in the December 16
pangrape, said to be the most vicious
of the ot spent little more than [wo

Juvenile Justice

Bill, 2015

yeurs in a comectional facility, while his
co-convicts face death penalty,

Admitedly. the number of juveniles
or minors, who are under 18 years of
age, are ftaking to crime in a big way,
According to the NCEB. data, cases
pgainst juveniles have risen steadily
over the past three years from 31,973
m 2012; 35,861 in 2013 10 38,565 in
2014, .

Here it s felevant to mention that

Important Decisions

seven months ago. a two-judge Bench
of the Supreme Court had asked the
“relook, rescrutinise, and
revisil the relevant provisions of the
Act o make it more stringent”, The
Bench said that “it was extremely
difficult to believe that juveniles wete
unaware of the consequences while
committing rape, docoity and murder™.

centre o

Worldwide, many countries also,
like Britain, France and some suites in
US have separale courts to try
juveniles.
heinous cnmes. Lowering the age of
juveniles will take into account the
reality of changed India, where cnimes
pgainst women are on the rise.
However, the government must also
ensure that cases involving juveniles
muost be handled with sensitivity, in
docordance with the sevenity of their
crime amnd not just on the baziz of their
age.

who have eommitted

L 'I"h&ﬁq:mmnﬂmﬂ has ﬁaidﬂmnwwmanhﬁm mlheﬁlh&ﬂght 1o ‘stridhan’ and she can claim it even after
mpqntmg from her husband, In a nuling, the apes courl wdthnt denial of “stridhan” wouold amount o domestic
T‘iﬂ]lm; t;rmkmg‘ner husband and in-laws hnl:rlﬁh:l prosecution. “Stridhan” refers 1o all valuables-movahle and
m:nnwh‘té property, hesides pﬂ,q. and other | Ttems - i wWantan receives duting het liletime, including the ones received
prior mﬁ:mmg-:. at the tlml: ufmnmuge and rqung lilﬂ birth of her child or children.

® Soon, ull eells phones will be equipped with a p‘mﬁu I:uunn 16 assist women in dismess, Both- emnng ind new cell
phones will be covered under this plan. I & woman hhmﬂﬂt almmjum press the buttan on the cell phnu: and

will immediately get help.

® The Supreme Court hias asked all State Governments-and Union Territories to consider acid sttack survivors as disabled
persons to enable them to get benefits of 3% reservation in government jobs meant for physically-handicupped people.

® The Bombay High Court saud that women have the right 1o decent toilets ar all convenient places. while outdoors, in
accordance with their nght to bive with human dignity, The court has directed mumicipal corperations across Maharashira
1o “formulute a comprehensive scheme for constroction of teilets, restrooms for women walking on the streets”, and
also identity suitable Jocations, such as near gardens, bus stops, rickshaw & taxi stands, crowded places, mailway
stations, povernment and municipal offices, having regular supply of water and power.
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Training for Women Police Officials

The Wational Commission for Wemen in collaboration with
the Bureau of Police Research and Development organised a
three-day training programme for women police officers with
special focus on capacity building of women police officers
MvesbZaling erimes against women in Sew Delhi

Delivering the inaugorul sddress, NOW Chairperson
Laliths Kumoramongulam emphasised that there hus been a
stedy increase in afl types of cnmes agunst women during
the Jast 190-13 vears: She spoke: aboul the problenis Fsced by
police personnel such as inedequate police Torce, political
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interference, lack of counselling fucilites, She said that the
objective of e programme was (0 uparade knowbedpe and
imvestigating skills of officers as proper collection of evidence
play u vitul role m strengthening a case. The inangural session
s Tollowed by techmical sessions dealing with the status of
WOImEn i conlemporary society; Torensic scwence and cnme
investigation: crimimal amendment act 2013, forensic medicare
piid post mortem examinution, =te, The recommendations
emerging oul of deliberations will ‘be sent to the concernied

The Mational Commiszion Tor Women organised a
copsuliation on women with disability in New Dethi, The
itaugornl dddress was delivecad by Shri Loy Verma, Secretarny,
Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment.

I oSt pidis of the workd, people with disubilities are
subjected i moltiplexdeprivations with lmited necess o basie
services including educition, employment, rehabilitation
facilities etc: Thoogh at the policy level, progressive
legislamons. schemes and provisions exist, yet at the ground
level. the disabled continue to be neglected nnd marginalised

Ar the comsalisiton {feoen faft) Meinbée Laldingliand Sailo, Memfer Al
Rmwat, Cladrpersen Lelitva Krmeramengpelare S Loy Verme ard
Wartbaetr Secmipry Preeti Munian

with the onus of care falling on the family rather than the community. Tn thas context, the consultation discussed the legal
framewaork for safeguarding the interest of women with disability alongwith pragmatic interventions und came up with

recommendations for the way forward,

Complaints received by NCW in writing and online in Decémber, 2015

Maonth Opening balunce Complaints Number of complaints Complaints pending
Drecember, 2015|  (Pending of previouws mionth) regeived on which action taken for action
In writing NIL | Gl 1442 167
Online NIL 144 = 137 T
Cazes closad [ writing - 320 Cinling - 41

NCW had taken up 1% suo moto cases in Pecember, 2015,
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Promoting Women Entrepreneurship

NCW Chairperson recently delivered aspecial address
during 4 session on “Promoting Women Enterprencurship:
The Leap Forward™ as part of the Global Business Sumimit
organised by the Conlederation of Indian Indusiry in
partnership with the Ministry of Micro, Small and Medium
Enterprises (MSME) in New Delhi,

During her address, she raised the issues such as luck
of funds, lack of ownership assets, lack of access 1o
training and mentorship, lack of childeare facilities, lack
of networking opporunities and inadequate exposure o
technology e,

Ms. Kumaramangalam also dwelt on important issues
such as widespread violence against women. male
preference n education and economic opportunitics, She
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conchuled by saying that change in the mindset at & rapid pace is required to provide equal opportunities and sccess
o women enterpréneurs. The other eminent speakers focused on curmrent stakes of women entrepreneurship, varous
chatlenges and opportunities peculiar to women entreprencurship, potential for women entrepreneurship in the digitally-
comnected world and policy reforms necessary o hike the share of women in MSME sector.

Convention of Dalit and Adivasi Drgﬂlﬂﬁalinn

National Confederation of Dalit Adivasi Organisations
organised the [2th All-India Convention of Dalit Adivasi
organzstions on “Transforming India and Achisving
Socially Development Goals | Strengthening the Stake of
Socially Excluded™, in New Delhi. More than 700 leaders
of socially excluded-communities from more than 25
states participated in the convention. The convention
deliberated upon different development issues and
strategies conceming the socially-excluded communities
in India, especially in the context of sustainable
development goals,

~.

NOW Chairperson Lot Kuamasaraegaiom eddvessing the comoerniog

Ministry of Swutistics and Empowerment in
parinership with Ministry of WCD organised a
National Workshop on “Data Gaps on Gender
Staristics™ in collaboration with UN Women and
UNFPA in New Delhi.

Chairing the technical session, NCW
Chairperson Lalitha Kumaramangalam said that
women face vanous problems “as they have no
socess to entitlements, assets, information or
technology due to our social culture, political
economy, the economics of women

NCW Choirprerron {second from pight] with sifies speakers i Hre panel

empowerment, and the institutional nature of patriarchy which reinforces women's drudgery™.
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Members” Visits

4 Member Rekha Sharma attended a legnl awareness 4 il
programme organised by Jamia Milia Islamia University in H u H

collaboration with NCW in Delhi. She spoke on Criminal,
Personal and Conststutional laws as well as on Reproductive
Rights and sexual harassment at workplsce. ® Ms. Sharma
also anended the legal awareness programime organised by
the Faculty of Law, Amity University in Noida. @ On her
visit o Benaras, the Member discussed the complaints
resistered in NCW with the 5P and DM of Varanasi and
Secretary, District Legal Servies Authority, She also visited
the Widow Ashram and the Nari Niketan to interact with the i ™ aad

inmaies. & Mz, Sharma was the chief suest at the Human Member Robha Sharog with Vereoesd L8
Rights Awareness Programme organised by Human Rights

Mission in Delhi, @ Ms. Sharma visited the Allahabad Government Hospital to examine what facilities were availahle in the
hospital und also mel the Secretary, District Legal Services Authoriy to discuss the large number of complaints recerved by
NCW. @ The Member visited Chandigarh and met the Minister, WCD, and Additional Chief Secretary, to discuss vanous
women-related issucs, @ Ms. Sharma visited the Psychiatnic Hospital ot Calicut along with a team of NIMHANS, Bangalore,
1 meet mentally-chullenged patients, She felt that the hospital needed better infrastructure and mote staff,

% Member Sushma Sahw met DGP Maharashira and senior
police officers 10 discuss the status of complaints received
by the police and to enguire into the steps taken (o ensure
safety of women. She also requested the Chiel minister to
nominate 4 Chairperson for the State Commission for Women,
# The Mermber visited Pune to condoct enquiries pertaining
o somme cases received in NOW. During her visit, she also
met the Pune Commissioner of Police, concerned police
officials and the victims, Later, she visited Pimpri and attended a workshop on “Women Rights and Duties™. @ Ms Sahu
attended a seminar on “Gender Sensitization and Prevention of Sexual Hurussment af Workplace™ organised by the Reserve
Bank of India at Pama. The Member was also the chief guest ut the “Hemophilia East Zone Women Conference™ at Patna.

Member Suvhima Saha addressing the Reserve Bank esmplovess

4+ Member Laldingliani Sailo held & meeting with Broadeasting Content Complaint Council af the BCCC office in New Delhi
1 discuss retrogressive portrayal of women in TV serials, @ Ms. Sailo visited the Regional Mental hospatal at Yerwada in Pune
alongwith senior efficials of NIMHANS 0 meet mentally-challenged patients. She interacted with the patients and their
families a5 well as service providers and reviewed the structural and fimctional facilities of the hospital @ She held a hearing
in her office with officials of the Benaras Hindu University in connection wih the complaits of sexual harassment lodged by
T WITHETL.

& Member Alok Rawat participated in a consultation meeting orgunised by NCW on expanding opportumties for differently-
abled women. ® The Member attended & presentation by TISS, Mumbai, on “Empowering Panchayati Raj women
representatives” und made various suggestions for improving the module. @ The Member attended a legal awareness progrumime
an women-related laws organised by Jumin Milia Islamia in New Delhi. ® The Member gave an orientation lecture o the staff
and officers of NCW on hassle-free procedoral working in the office as per the procedures outhined in the Centeal Sceretarat
Manual. @ The Member attended a presentation on the research study on “Effect of female Iteracy in villages of Supaul districy
in Bihar. ® The Member discussed setting up of & special cell for women in police stations in Soaitpur district of Assam with
the Assam State Women Commissien and Tata Institute of Social Sciences.

for further information visit our website at © Wwww.acw.nic.in
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