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Editor’s Column

The Parliament has passed the
Crminal law (Amendment) Bill, 2013,
anct miwde it more sirmgent n the wake
of the hormendous rape of a 23-vear girl
om 16" December, 20012, The brutal rape
had shocked the nation and riggered o
couniry-wide protest by vouth, women,
civil right groups and social activists,
who demanded o strict law to deger
heinous crimes against women,

The Bill provides for more stringent
punishment for crimes woinst women,
including life term or death penalty for
repeat offenders of rupe, and also, where
the victim is left in a permanent
vegetative state. According to the Bill,
an offender of gang rape can he
seqtenced (o nigorous imprisonment for
it lerm, which shall not be less then 20
years bul which may extend to life,
meaning imprisonment  for the
remaining period of that person’s natural
life and with fine.

For the first time: the new anti-rape
luw also tmposes penalties for stalking,
voyeursm und acid attack, Siafking and
veyeurism have been defined as non
hailable offences, if repeated for » second
time. Acid attack has been defined o 4
crime and the Bill grants a victim the right
to self-defense, while those found guilty
of the crime such as causing perimanen
of purtiel damage or deformity or bums
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or marms or disfigures or disables wny pan
of the body of the victim will face a
minimim juil term of 1} years but may
cxtend to impriseament for life and with
fne.

The law also secks to amend the
Inddian Penal Code, the Code of Criminal
Procedure, the Indian Evidence Act. The
Bill keeps rape as a gender-specific crime,
where only a male can be booked [
committing such an offence. It keeps the

Enquiry Undertaken by NCW

age of sexwl consemt at 18 years. The
Bill makes it mandatory lor all
govemment or private hospitals, pamiry
heulth centres or any other medical
facility o provide fiest aid and- free
medical treamment o victims of sexual
pssaull and aeid sttecks, Refusal o do
s will now be a conmmal offence. Ti
further adds that the treatment of such
victims should start immediately and
st ot wait i the arrival of the police,
However, all these mew taws will nos
be able to control crimes against women
unless there is a change in the mindsat
o the society and remaoval of gender bias
i the criminal justice system. Therefone,
aliong with these laws, there is also o need
for launching reform campaigns that
would sepsilize police personnel o
particular, and people in general, on the
conceplt of equal rights for men and
women amd inculeate respect for women
Finally, new laws will not help unless
wie demonstrate how effectively they ane
enforced. Implementation is the key.

® Member Hemlaty Khena was appointed as Chairman of un enguiry committee with Ms. Mansi Pradhan and M. Asima

Mahananda a5 Members to enguire into o media report which reportediy stated that o 235 vear old man was amrested from UP for

raping a woman from Odisha, who worked in i bar in Gurgaon,
The Committee met the alleged victim and ber elder sister at their residence in Munigka and recorded their statement i well

as inspected the spot of the incident. Later, the committee discussed the matter with the Additional Commissioner of Police and

other police officials at the Sarita Vikar police station, The reposi has been submitted to the Chairperson,

® The Commission took suo motn cognizance in 17 casesin the month of April, 2013,

Piplantri village Panchayat in southern Rajusthan’s Rajsamand district has been saving girl children for the last several years
and increasing the green cover in and around it st the same tme. Here villagers plant 111 trees every time & pirl is born and the
community ensures that these trees survive attaining fruition as the girls grow up. Over the last 6 years, the villagers had
managed to plant over a quarter million trees including neem, sheesham, mango, amla, among others. If some families are
reluctant to wecept girl children, such Families are identified by village commitiee and Rx, 21,000 is collected from the village
residents and Rs. 10,000 (rom the girl’s father and the rotal amount is put into a fixed deposit for the girl, with 4 mufurity period
of 20 years. The parents are lso made to sign an affidavit that they would not marry their daughiter before the legal age and send
her 1o school and mke care of the rees planted in her name,
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NCW sends heartfelt condolences to Ms. Ma

Naib Subedar Shiv Kumar Pal. a member of
the UN Peace Keeping Force, husband of our
colleague, Ms. Madhu Pal. was Killed in an
ambush, at Sudan.

The Chairperson Ms. Mamta Sharma went
to Lucknow to personally convey her and NCW’s
deepest sympathy to Madhu and her family and
assured her of all possible help.

T Churdrperron comoriserares winh Madim

Programmes attended by Chairperson

& NCW Chairperson Ms. Mamta Sharma was the Chief
Guest at the First International Conference on "Empowerment
of Women in the Developing Werld”™ organized by Women
Development Cell,
Shivait  College.
University of Delhi.
Speaking on  the
oecasion, Ms: Sharma
stressed the need fos
collective effort by
men and women to
work together o bring
about a changée in
percepiion and
attitede in the socicty
at Jarge. She stressed |
the relevance of
Womein's Feservation
in locall hodiesas well
as in Parliament and State Assemblics.

% Ms: Sharma was the Chief Guest ol the 2-day programmse
10 celebrate Mirza Ghalib's death anniversary in New Delhi. A
documentary film “Yadgar-¢-Ghalib™ written and directed by
the renowned Kathak dancer Uma Sharma wes scréened
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L hedmerien addressing the conference

Ms Mama Sharme addeessing the pudience

followed by 2 dance programme by Ms. Sharma and her group.
% The Charperson attended as the Chief Guest, u one-day
seminar on “Women in Science, Education & Research”
organized by Terminal Ballistics Research Laboratory at
Chandigarh. About 3 women scientisis and technologiss
from Defence Research & Development Organization (LXRDH}
participated in the seminar and shared their experiences and
expertise. The seminar discussed various issoes related to
women 0 the feld of healthcare, social service, science and
educution.

4 The Chairperson delivered a lecture during the Nutional
Conference on “Challenges before Minority Women in Indian
Society” organized by India World Foundation and supported
by NCW in Bangalore. Speaking on the occasion, she
specifically mentioned PM's 15-point programmes for the

minorties and steessed the need for awareness of such
i

Stiri W5 Bharadwa) with Chairperson Mampa Sharma and
Member Shaming Shafiq fon s raght)
programmes and schemes among the minorities. In his
inaugural address, Governor Shri H.S. Bharasdwi) stressed the
need for united efforts by social activists, NGOz and Women
Commmissions for the cause of women, Member Shamina Shafiq
also spoke on the occasion, A beoklet titled ~Violence Free
Home - & woman's right” published in Kannada was destributed

free to the partcipanls.
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Members' Visits

@ Dr Charu WaliKhanna was the Chief Guest in & seminar
on “Giobaltzation vis--vis Economic Empowerment of Women
i Morth East India™ held o Guwahati in Assam,

speaking on the occasion, she said that globalization
helped free trade, free Mow of capital and provided more
visihility to wiomen. Enhanced technology and communication.
improved trunsportation hive reduced the isolation of women.
who are leaving rural areas and Anding work in urban centres.
Later, she bheld discossions on gender violence and women-
related isswes with the Assam State Commission for Women,

D, WaliKhinna, chinred the sessiom on “Diaspors and
Gender™, in New Delhd, and spoke on the problems of Indian
wonnen deserted by their NRI1 hoshamds

Dr, WaliKhanna attended a regional conference on
“Widows's Policy. Gaps und Inclusion” organized by the Guild
of Services in-association with NCW an Mew Delhi,

Member D Charm WaliKhanna, {second froim right) af the
semurr g “Cilidneliroilon wiz-a-wiz Economiie Empoowerorent
of Women in North East fndin’

The Member visited Raipur in Chattizgarh and - held
discussions with the State Commission for Women,
Chattisgarh, Later, she attended, as the Goest of Honour, an
awareness workshop organized by Chatiizgarh Hastshilp
Development Board and NGO Sacial Actiom Foram for Manay
Adhikar, She sand o was necessary o encourage women arlisans
as it mirde them cconomically empowered.

De. WaliKhanna was a panelisi in a discussion on
“Dissemimation of Findings of a Joint United Natons Study
om Social Protection Floor for India™, organized by 110} and
LN Tuxk Tesm m Mew Deélhi.

& O | Bth April, 200 3 Member Hembata Kheria inaugurated
@ two-day mational seminar on “Ending Violence against
Women: & nationzl road map”, attended by 300 women
defesates from different pans of the country at Pun. Dunmg

her five-day tour, she visited several impovenished villages of
Ondishia. Such as Nila Gaon of Satapada block and Satpadu
Ciraha, mostly ouzed by Dalit women, engaged in preparation
of salt water dry fish, These women complained of lack of

proper marketing facilities and dependence on middlemen. She
al=n wisited “Rrushnaprassd” panchavat, a cluster of villages,

M Kiverio with Scheduled Coste woynen of Randrefpoue village.

which iz cut off from outside. Tt was reponied that hiodiversiny
encradachment was disturbane their hvelibood, Luter, she visited
village Kanheipur, from where many cases of vielence agamst
womnen were reported,

she also visited =some remoste Tribal and Dalil villages of
Khurdha district, including “Tundrapur”, which is mostly
inhibated by Dralit Asher-women, the bread earpers: of their
Family. Shie visited the rematest tribal villages of *Miladriparad’
and "Barabara” Panchavart in Banpur block, The Tribal women
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complained about non-receipt of government benetits like
widow pension, old age pension and other government
schemes, Ms Khema directed the local aificials i look into the
matter, She also visited Biradadi village Panchayat and
Goradajhari village where she interacted with Dalit women
enzaeed momaking ¢ane anid bamboo products. These women
complmned of the presence of middlemen amd requested for
finuneial help from the government (o apgrade thear skill and
market their products.
® Member Shantina Shafiq atended a 3D Echo Tmaging &
Foetal Echocardicgraphy Workshop 2013 organized by Fortis
Escorts Heart Institute. She delivered a Teciure on female
foeticade. Ms. Shatig also spoke in a national consultation of
widowhood, organized by the Guild of Services in New Delhi.
Thwe Member attended 3 national consaltation on Muslim
women oreanised by MARG Foundation in New Delhi.
Speaking on the occasion, she smd that NCW works for women
anid does ot differentiate between Muslim women or any other
group of women. She said that instead of only discussing
proflems, (he need of the hour i 10 ik about solutions by
focusing on education, government schemes and women's
rights.

Member Staming Shafig {ind from et ) at the Natona!
Consultanio on Meusling Waenen

The Member inougorated o seminar on MNBREGA Rights
al Sitapur in UP orgamzed by Vaishoo Mari Seva Sansihan,

The Member attended o meeting of the Broadcasting
Content Compluaints Council in Mew Delhi. She also aftended
4 one-day semingr on “Central Schemes for Minonties and
their Effects™ at Indoge,

Mz Shaliq was the guest of honour at the Med Scape
L € BASTy awands dastribution function helbd in Jub, Mumbai.
In her address. she appreciated the efforts mude by MSI to
provide community services, free health services and medical
networking.

for further mformation visit onr websiie af !

& On 27" Mareh, 2003, NCW Choirperson Ms. Mamia
Sharma and Member Adv. Nirmala Samant Prabhavalkar met
women activisiy and self-help groups and inferacted with
women engaged in small scale rural cottage industry ot
Sindhudorg disirict in Maharashira, The next day. the
Chairperson and the Member addressed an interactive meeting
with the NGOk, the police, the Panchayat Samiti, the Bowry
Prohibition Committes- 2nd officers of WD of Sindhuedurg
diznet 1o review crimes agunst women and discuss preveniive
MEARKTES.

The Member visited State Government Girls™ hostel at
Savwantwaeh, in distnet Sindhudurge, She foind the condition
of the hoste]l extremely unsatisfactory and has written o
lemer o e Mmster for Social Justice Deparument giving
her recommendations for improvement of the hostel.

My Mamte Sterma and Member Nivpaka Samant Prablavilbar
G e RferTeie pneeing

On 29" Macch, 2013, the Member visited the women
prison in Kafamba at Kolhapor. The inmates informed the
Member that they did not have any complainis: ahout [oad,
sanitation. healthcare. leosl ad, ete. The Member
recommended that training programmes and vocational
coucses should be run for the inmates which would keep
them naot only ocenpied but would olso provide o source of
income- as well,

On 12" Aprl, 2013, the Chairperson und Member
Prabhavalkar visited Taipur for an interactive meeting
prganized by NCW with Depariments of the police, WCD
and Collectorate to discuss various initistives taken by the
state rovernment for the benehit of women, Women related
issues such as gender budgeting, cross border trafficking,
police apathy, female Toeticide, ete. were discussed
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