CHAPTER III
DOWRY (DAHEJ)

One fine morning Neela Mausi and her
family were busy in preparations as the
bridegroom's family was expected to come to their
home to see their daughter. The groom's family
asked for dowry - Rs 2 lakhs in cash, a Maruti
800 car and 15 tolas of gold. Neela mausi said
that she would not be able to pay such heavy
amount of money, as she was a woman of meager
means. But the groom's parents warned that if
only she could arrange for all these things would
they get their son married to her daughter. Neela
mausi was worried and in course of conversation
told about this to Meera didi. Meera didi said
that a girl should not be considered as a burden
and one should not give in to such unlawful
demands.

Meera Didi told her that law prohibits dowry
and provides protection against such evil
customs. Harassing the girl, beating her up,
torturing her for dowry- these are things that
take place very often after marriage. In some
extreme cases the daughter In law is even killed
or forced to commit suicide. Special provisions
have been enacted under various laws to deal
with such contingencies. The Government has
enacted the Dowry Prohibition Act, 1961, Section
498A IPC and other provisions have been enacted
to deal with the evil of dowry and cruelty.
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Meera didi explained the position under the law as
Jfollowing:

Meaning of Dowry:

. Dowry means any property or valuable security given
or agreed to be given by the bride to the groom or by
the groom to the bride or

o By the parents of either the bride or the groom or by
any other person

. At or before or any time after marriage.

. Giving ., Taking . demanding or even advertising for
dowry is an offence

Any person who takes or gives dowry at his or her
son's or daughter's or relative's wedding, commits an
offence.

Giving or Taking dowry is an offence




However, the law permits some presents which are
given at the time of marriage to the bride or to the

bridegroom but requires that:

¢ Maintain a written list of presents

¢ Made at the time of wedding or soon after the
wedding

¢ Brief description of each of the presents with
approximate value

¢ Name of the person giving the present should
be mentioned

¢ Relationship with the bride or groom
¢ List to be signed by the bride and bridegroom

¢ Such presents should be customary and its
value should not be excessive with regard to
the financial status of the person by whom such
presents are given

¢ There should be no demand or compulsion for
such gifts/ presents If the above conditions
are fulfilled then the penal provisions of the
dowry Act would not be attracted.

If any dowry has been received by any party the law provides
that the dowry shall be for the benefit of the wife and be
transferred to her or her heirs Punishments for giving or
taking dowry is:

. Punishments for giving or taking dowry is:

. Imprisonment for not less than b years and
Rs.15. 000 fine at least

. If the dowry amount is more than Rs.15, 000,
then amount of fine will be equal to the amount g
of dowry.

31




. Though giving of dowry is also punishable but any
statement made by the person aggrieved shall not
subject such person to punishment.

e Punishment for demanding dowry - not less than
6 months imprisonment and extendable upto 2
years and fine which may be upto Rs. 10,000/-
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Cruelty
%  Section 498A of IPC deals with the offence of cruelty.

.

%  Cruelty means and includes the following:

o If the husband or the relative of husband of a
woman subjects her to cruelty, he or that rela-
tive shall be punished with imprisonment for a
term that may extend to 3 years or with fine.

° To beat or torture a woman to such an extent as
to cause injury or danger to her life, limbs or













